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S A. 


| RECEIVED, a few weeks ago, an account 
of the death of a lady whofe name is known 
to many, but the * eventful hiftory”’ of whofe 
life has been communicated to few : to me ithas 
been often related during a long and intimate ac= 
quaintance; and as there is not a fingle perfon 
living, upon whom the making it public can re- 
flect unmerited difhonour, or whofe delicacy ot 
virtue can fuffer by the relation, 1 think l owe 
to mankind a feries of events from which the 
wretched may derive comfort, and the moft fer- 
lorn may be encouraged to hope ; as mifery is 
alleviated by the contemplation of yetdeeperdif- 
trefs and the mind fortified againft defpair by in- 
{tances of unexpected relief. 

The father of Melia was the younger fon 
of a country gentleman who poffeffed an eftate of 
about five hundred a year; but as this was to be 
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4 MELISSA. 

the inheritance of the elder brother, and as there 
were three fiflers to be provided for, he was at 
about fixteen taken from Eton fchool, and ap- 
prenticed to a confiderable merchant at Brittol, 
The young gentleman, whofe imagination had 
been fired by the exploits of heroes, the victories 
gained by magnanimous prefumption, and the 
wonders difcovered by daring curiofity, was not 
difpofed to contider the acquilition of wealth as 
the limit of his ambition, or the repute of honef 





induftry as the total of his fame. He regarded 
his fituation as fervile and ignominious, as the 
degradation of his genius and the preclufion cf 
his nopes 3 and lon 


tures, he negiected his bufinefs as unworthy of 


metocoin {ea ch of adven- 


r 
> 


his attention, heard the remonftrances of his 
mafier with a kind of fullen difdain, and after 
two years Jegal ilavery made his efcape, and at 
the next town enlfted hi elf a foldiers not 
doubting but that, by his military merit and the 
fortune of war, he fhould return a general officer, 


“es : eas ee 
to the contufion of thofe who would have bu 1 


him in the ob{curity of a compting-houfe. Ke 
found means effectually tocludct | 

his Fricnds, as it was of the utmost importance to 
prevent their officious endeavours to ruin his pro- 


he enquiries of 


ject and obftruct his advancement. 


’ 


He was fent with other recruits to Londo 
and foon after quartered with the ref of his com- 
pany in a part of the country, which was fo re- 
mote from all with whom he had any conuec- 
tion, th it he no longer drea led a difcovers . 

It happened that he went one day to the houfe 
of a neighbouring gentleman with his comrade, 
who was become acquainted with the chamber- 
maid, and by her intereft admitted into the 


kitchen. This gentleman whofe age was fome-" 


thing more than {i <ty, had been about two yea 
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married to a fecond wife, a young woman who 
had been well educated and lived in the polite 
world, but had no fortune. By his firft wife, 
who had been dead about ten years, he had fe— 
veral children; the youngeft was adaughter who 
had juft entered her feventeenth year; fhe was 
very tall for her age, had a fine complexion, 
good features, and was well fhaped 5 but her fa- 
ther, whofe affection for her was mere inftinct, 
as much as that of a brute for its young, utterly 
neglected her education, It was impoffible for 
him, he faid, to live without hers and as he 
could not afford to have her attended by a go- 
vernefs and proper mafters in a place fo remote 
from London, fhe was fuffered to continue illite- 
rate and unpolifhed; fhe knew no entertainment 
higher than a game at romps with the fervants 5 
fhe became their confident, and trufted them in 
return, nor did fhe think herfelf happy any where 
but in the kitchen, 

As the capricious fondnefs of her father had 
never conciliated her affection, fhe perceived ir 
abate upon his marriage withoutregret. She fuf- 
fered no new reftraint from her new mother, who 
obferved with a fecret fatisfaction that mifs had 
been ufed to hide herfelf from vilitors, as neither 
knowing how to behave, nor being fit to be feen, 
and chofe rather to conceal her defe&s by exclud- 
ing her from company, than to fupply them by 
putting herto a boarding fchool. 

Mifs, who had been iold by Betty that fhe 
expected her fweetheart, and that they were to 
be merry, tole down ttairs, and, without fcruple, 
made one in a party at blindman’s buff. The 
foldier of fortune was {truck with her perfon, 
and difcovered, or thought he difcovered, in th: 
fimplicity of nature, fome graces which are po- 
Az 
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lifhed away by the labour of art. However, 
nothing that had the appearance of an adventure 
could be indifferent to him 3; and his vanity was 
Hattered by the hope of carrying off a young 
lady under the difzuife of a common foldier 
without revealing his birth, or boafting of hi 
expectation;. 

In this attempt he became very affiduous, a 
fucceeded. The company being ordered to 
another place, Betty and her yo:ng mittrefs de- 
parted early in the morning with their gallants 5 
and there being a privileged chapel in the next 
town, they were married. 

The old gentleman 


» as foon as he was in- 
at his daughter was mitling, made fo 
diligent and fcrupulous an inquiry after her, 
he learned with whom, and which way fhe was 
gone: he mounted his horfe, and purfued her, 
not without curfes and imprecations ; difcover- 
ing rather the tranfports of rage than the emoti- 
on of tendernefs, and refenting her offence rather 
g the rebellion of a flave than the difobedience 
ofachild. He did mot however, overtake them 
till the marriage had been confummated; 0 
which when he was informed by the hnfband, he 
turned from him with expreffions of brutality 
and indignation, {wearing never to forgive a fault 
which he had taken no care to prevent. 
The young couple, notwithflanding their 
union frequently doubled their diftrefs, ftill con~ 
tinued fond of each other. The fpirit of enter- 
prize and the hope of prefumption were not yel 
quelled inthe young foldier; and he received 
orders to attend king William, when he went !¢ 
e liege of Namar, with exuits ition and tra! i- 
port, believin rhis elevation to indep ndence ald 
diftin 


| 
} 


rormea th 


that 


inction as certain as if he had been going 10 
isc poilethon of a title aud eftate. His wit 
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who had been fome months pregnant, as fhe Wad 
no means of fubfiftence in his abfence, procured 
a paflage with him. When fhe came on fhore 
and mingled with the crowd that followed the 
camp, wretches who without compunction wade 
in human blood to ftrip the dying and the dead, 
to whom horror is become familiar and com- 
paflion impoffible, fhe wasterrified: the difeourfe 
of the women rude and unpolifhed as fhe was, 
covered her with confufion ; and the brutal fa- 
miliarity of the men filled her with indignation 
and difguft: her maid, Betty, whe had alfo at- 
tended her hufband was the only perfon with 
whom {fhe could converfe, and from whom fhe 
could hope the afliftance of which fhe was fo foon 
to ftand in need. 

In the mean time fhe found it difficult to fub- 
fift ; but accidentally hearing the name of an of- 
ficer, whom fhe remembered to have vilited her 
mother foon after her marriage, fhe applied to 
him, told him her name, and requefted that he 
would afford her his protection, and permit her 
to take care of his linen. With this reguef* the 
captain complied ; her circumftances became lefs 
diftrefled, and her mind more eafy: but new ca- 
lamity fuddenly overtook her; fhe faw her huf= 
band march to an engagement in the morning, 
and faw him brought back defperately wounded 
atnight. The next day he was removed in 6 
Wwageon with many others who were in the fame 
condition, to a place of greater fafety, at the 
diftance of about tkree leagues, where proper 
care might be taken of their wounds. She in- 
treated the captain to let her go in the waggon 
with him 3 but to this he could not confent, be- 
cayfe the waggon would be filled withthofe who 
neither were able to walk, nor could be left be- 
hind. He promifed, however, that if fhe would 
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MELISSA. 
{tay till the next day, he would endeavour to 
procure hera paflage ; but fhe chofe rather to 
follow the waggon on foot, than to be abfent 
from her hufband. She could not, however, 
keep pace with it, and fhe reached the hofpita 
but juft time enough to kneel down by him upon 
fome clean ftraw, to fee him fink under the latt 
agony, and hear the groan that is repeated no 
more. The fatigue of the journey, and the per- 
turbation of her mind, immediately threw her 
into labour, and fhe lived but to be delivered of 
Vieliffa, who was thus in the moft helplefs ftate 
left without father, mother, or friend, ina fo- 
reign country, in circumftances which could af- 
ford ne hope of reward to the tendernefs thai 
fhould attempt the prefervation of her life, and 
among perfons who were become obdurate and 
infenfible, by having been long ufed to fee eve- 
ry fpecies of diftrefs. 

It happened that among thofe whom accident 
or diftrefs had brought together at the birth of 
Méliffa, there was a young woman, whofe huf- 
band had fallen in the late engagement, and 
who a few days before had loft a little boy that 
fhe fuckled. This perfon, rather perhaps to re~ 
lieve herfelffrom an inconveniency, than in com- 
paflion to the orphan, put it to her breaft ; but 
whatever was her motiv e, fhe believed that the 
affording fuftenance to the living, conferred a 
right to the apparel of the dead, of which fhe 
therefore took poffeffion 5 but in fearching her 
pocket fhe found only a thimble, the remains of 
a pocket looking-glafs, about the value of a 
penny in Dutch money, and the certificate of her 
marriage. The paper, which fhe could not 
read, fhe gave afterwards to the captain, who 
was touched with pity at the relation which an 
euguiry after his laundrefs produced. He com- 
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mended the woman who had preferved the infant, 
and put her into the place ofits mother. This 
encouraged her to continne her care of it till the 
captain returned to Eng!and, with whom fhe al- 
fo returned, and became his fervant. 
This genc'eman, as foon as he had fettled his 
¢e concerns. fen: Me/‘//a under the care 
her nurfe co her vrandfather ; andin lofed the 
certificaie of her mother’s marriage ina letter 
containing an account of her death, and the 
means by which the infant had been preferved. 
He knew that thofe who had been once dear to 
hatever offence ;hev may have alienated 
iffetion when living, are generally remem-= 


vith tendernefs when dead: and that after 
is ihelteredthem from cnr refentment, 
‘d reconciliation imvoflible, »ve often 
fevere that conduct which before we 
approved as juf t3 store, he ved, that the 
ental fondnefs a id man had once 

‘ revive at the fight 
memory of her fault 
er misfortunes 3 and 
ne for that inex- 
ced them, by che- 


} 


} 
feli for his dauvhrer 


oft | 


it were, tranf- 
pectai jon 35 how- 
mn. Theoldmun, 
meilenger that the 

was his grand-daughter, 

to put under his prutection, 
ateG kan the conients of the letter, 
and difmiffed her with menacesandinfult. The 
ies cdge of every uncommon event foon be- 
comes general ina country town. An uncle of 
Melifja, who had been rejected by his father for 
having married his maid, heard this frefh in- 
{tance ef his brutality with grief and indigna- 
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tion 5 he fent immediately for the child and the 
letter, and aflured the fervant that his niece 
fhould want nothing which he could beftow: to 
beitow much, indeed, was not in his power, for 
his father having obftinately perfifted in his re- 
fentinent, his whole fupport was a little farm 
which he rented of the fquire: but as he wasa 
good cconomift and had no children of his own, 
he lived decently ; nor did he throw away con- 


> . y 
tent, beeaufe his father had denied him afflu- 
ence. 

Meliffa, who was compaflionated for her mo- 


ther’s misfortunes, of which her uncie had been 
particularly intormed by her maid Betty, who 
had returned a widow to her friends in the 
country, was not Jefs beloved for her own good 
qualities; fhe was taught to read and write, and 
work at her needle, as toon as fhe was able to 
learn; and fhe was taken notice of by all te 
gentry as the prettieft girl in the piace: but her 
aunt died when fhe was about eleven years oid, 
and before fhe was thirteen fhe oft her uncle 
She was now again thrown back upon the 
world, ftill helplefs though her wants were it~ 
creafed, and wretched in proportion as fhe had 
known happinefs: fhe looked back with anguifh, 
and forward with diftraction ; a fit of crying had 
juft afforded her a momentary relief, when the 
{quire, who had been informed of the death of 
his tenant, fent for her to his houfe. This gen- 
tleman had heard her ftory from her uncle, and 
Was unwilling that a Jife which iad been prefer- 
ved aimoft by miracle, fhou’* at laft be aban- 
doned to mifery ; he therefore determined to re 
ceive her into his family nut as a fervant but as! 
companion to his daughter, a young lady fine! 
accomplifhed, and now about fifteen. The ol¢ 
gentleman was touched with her diftrefs, an 
















































MELISSA. eT 
me mifs received her with great tendernefs and com- 
pos placency: fhe wiped away her tears, and of the 
7 intolerable anguifh of her mind, nothing remain- 
” ed but atender remembrance of her uncle, whom 
aril fhe loved and reverenced asa parent. She had 
“es now courage to examine the contents of a little 
4 box which he had put into her hand juft before 
os he expired; fhe found in it only the certificate 
wil of her mother’s marriage, enclofed in the cap- 
“a tain’s letter, and an account of the events that 

have been before related, which her uncle had 
wal put down as they came to his knowledge: the 
“ho train of mournful ideas that now. rufhed upon 
ie her mind, raifed emotions which, if they could 
oa not be fupprefled by reafon, were fuon deftroy— 


er ed by their own violence. 
In this family, which in a few weeks after re- 


pw turned to London, Me/ifa foon became a favour- 
ee ite: the good fquire feemed to confider her as 
sid his child, and mifs as her fifter ; fhe was taught 
Jits 


dancing and mufic, introduced to the beft com— 
pany elegantly drefled, and allowed fuch fums 
as were neceflary for trivial expences. Youth 
had feldom fuffers the dread of to-morrow to intrude 
” upon the enjoyment of to-day, but rather regards 
prefent felicity as the pledge of future: Me/iffa 


- was probably as happy as if fhe had been in the 
# actual pofleffion of a fortune, that, to the eafe and 
ce iplendour which fhe enjoyed already, would have 
ant added ftability and independence. 
_ She was now in her eighteenth year, and the 
ler only fon of her benefactor was juft come from 
ane the univerfity to {pend the winter with his father 
jet intown. He was charmed with her perfon, be- 
“ haviour, and difcourfe ; and what he could not 
1¢1) 


but admire, he took every opportunity to com- 
ar mend. She foon perceived that he fhewed par~ 
ane ticular marks of refpect to her, when he thonght 
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they would not be perceived by others; and 


that hk: tervoured torecommend himfelf by an 
officio Lduitve., and 2 dilivent attention to the 
mofi minute circumftancesthe: mizht contribute 


toherpleafure. ] vt this behaviour of the young 
gentleman, however it might gratify ev vanity, 
could not fail to alarm her fear: fhe forefaw, that 
if what fhe had remarked in his con ‘uct fhould 
be perceived by his father or fifter, the peace of 
the family would be deftroved ; ind chat fhe muf 
either be fhipwrecked in the ftorm, or thrown 
overboard to appeafe it. She theref: re affected 
not to perceive, that more than a general com~ 
plaifance was intended by her lover 3 and hoped 
that he would thus be difcouraged from making 
an explicit declaration: but though he was mor- 
tified at her difregard of that which he knew fhe 
could not but fee, vet he determined to addrefs 
her in fuch terms as fhould not leave this pro- 
voking neutrality inher power: though he reve- 
renced her virtue, yet he feared too much the 
anger of his father, to think of making her his 
wife ; and he was tou deeply enamoured of her 
beauty, to relinquifh his hopes of poffefling her 
asa miftrefs. Anopportunity for the execution 
of his purpofe was not long wanting: fhe re- 
ceived his general profeffions of Jove with levity 
and merriment ; but when fhe perceived that his 
view was to feduce her to proftitution, fhe burt 
into tears, and fell back in an agony unable to 
Speak. He was immediately touched with grief 
and remorfe ; his tendernefs was alarmed at her 
diftrefs, and his efteem encreafed by her virtue; 
he catched her in his arms, and as an atonement 
for the infult fhe had received, he offered her 
marriage: butasher chaftity would not fuffer her 
to become his miftrefs, neither would her grati- 
tude permit herto become his wife ; andas foon 
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as fhe was fufficiently recollected, fhe intreated 
him never more to urge her to violate the obli- 
gation fhe was under either to herfelf or to her 
benefactor : “* Would not,” faid fhe, * the pre- 
“ fence of a wretch whom you had feduced from 
“innocence and peace to remorfe and guilt, 
“ perpetually upbraid you ; and would you not 
“always fear to be betrayed by a wife, whofe 
“fidelity no kindnefs could fecure 3; who had 
“ broken all the bands that reftrain the generous 
“and the good ; and who by an att of the moft 
“ flagitious ingratitude had at once reached the 
“pinnacle of guilt, to which others afcend by 
“ imperceptible gradations ?”’ 

Thefe objections, though they could neithes 
be obviated nor evaded, had yet no tendency to 
fubdue defire: he loved with greater delicacy, but 
with more ardour; and as he could not always 
forbear expoftulations, neither could fhe always 
filence them in fuch a manner as might moft ef- 
fectually prevent their being repeated. Such was 
one morning the fituation of tne two lovers: he 
had taken her hand into his, and was {peaking 
with great eagernefs; while fhe regarded him 
with a kind of timorous complacency, and lift- 
ened to him with an attention which her heart 
condemned; his father, in this tender moment, 
In which their powers of perception were mutu- 
ally engroffed by cach other, came near enough 
to hear that his heir had made propofals of mar- 


s lage and retired without their knowledge. 


As he did not dream that fuch a propofal 
could poflibly be rejected by a girl in Me/ifa’s 
fituation, imagining that every woman believed 
her virtue to be inviolate, if her perfon was not 
prottituted, he took his meafures accordingly. 
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It was near the time in which his family had 
been ufec to remove into the country: he, there- 
fore gave orders that every thing fhould be im- 
mediately prepared for the journey, and that the 
coach fhould be ready at fix the next morning, 
a man and horfe being difpatched in the mean 
time to give notice of their arrival. The young 
folks were a little furprized at this fudden re- 
moval; but though the fquire was a good-na- 
tured man, yet as he ,overned his family with 
high authority, and as they perceived fomething 
Ahad offended him, they did not enquire the 
veafon, nor indeed did they fufpect it. Meliffa 
packed up her things as ufual : and in the morn- 
ing the young gentleman and his fifter having by 
their father’s orders got into the coach, he called 
Vcliffa into the parlour; where in a few words, 
but with great acrimony, he reproached her with 
having formed a defignto marry his fon without 
his confent, an act of ingratitude which he faid 
juftified him in upbraiding her with the favours 
which he bad already conferred upon her, and im 


a refolution he had taken that a bank bill of fifty ] 


pounds, which he then put into her hand, fhould 
be the laft: adding, that he expected fhe should 
withinone week leave the houfe. To thisheavy 
charge fhe was not in a condition to reply; nor 
did he ftay co fee whether fhe would attempt it, 
but haftily got into the coach, which immediately 
drove from the door. 

Thus was Melia a third time, by a fudden 
and unexpected defertion, expofed to penury and 
diftrefs, with this aggravation, that eafe andafiiu- 
ence were become habitual ; and that though she 
was not fo helplefs as at the death of her uncle, 
she was expofed to yet greater danger; for few 
that have been ufed to flumber upon down, até 
wake to feftivity, can refift the allurements # 
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vice, who ftill offers eafe and plenty, when the 
alternative are a flock—bed anda garret, fhort 
meals, coarfe apparel, aud perpetual labour. 
Melifjz, as foon as fhe had recovered trom the 
ftupor which had feized her upon fo aftoniJhing 
and dreadful a change of fortune, determined 
not to accept the bounty of a perfen who ima- 
gined her to be unworthy ef it; nor to aitempt 
her juftification, while it would render her ve- 
racity fufpected, and appear to proceed only 
from the hope of being reftored toa ftate vf 
fplendid dependence, from which jealoufy or 
Caprice might again at any time remove her, 
without caufe and without notice : fhe had not, 
indeed, any hope of being ever able to defend 
herfelf againft her accufer upan cqual terms: nor 
did fhe know how to fubfift a fing!e day, when 
fhe had returned his bi!] and quitted his houfe: 
yet fnch was the dignity of her fpirit, that fhe 
immediately inclofed it in a blank caver, di- 
sected to him at his country feat, end cailing up 
the maid who had been ieft to take care of the 
houfe, feut her immediate!y with it to the Poft- 
ofice. The tears then burtt out, Which the agi- 
tation of her mind had before reftrained 3 and 
when the fervani returned, she told her all that 
had happened, and atked her advice what fhe 


fhould do. The gi:l atter the firit emotions of 


wonder and pity had fublided, told her that fhe 
had a fitter who lodged ina reputable houfe, at d 
took in plain-work, to whom fhe weu!d be wel- 
come, as fhe could ailitt her in her bufinefs, of 
which fhe had often more than fhe coulddo; and 
With whom fhe might continue till fome mere 
eligible fituation could ve obtained. Meliffa usi- 
tened to this propofal as to the voice of Heaven; 
her mind was fuddenly relieved from the mott 
tormenting perplexity, from the dread of wan- 
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dering about without money or employment, 
expofed to the menaces of a bead!e, or the infults 
of the rabble : fhe was in hafte to fecure her good 
fortune, and felt fome degree of pain left the 
fhould lofe it by the earlier application of ano- 
ther; fhe therefore went immediately with the 
maid to her fiftcr, with whom it was foon agreed 
that Mia thould work for her board and lodg- 
ing; for fhe would not confent to accept asa gift, 
that which fhe could by any means deferve asa 
payment. 

While Me/ifa was a journeywoman to a per- 
fon, who but afew weeks before would have 
regarded her with envy, and approached her with 
confufion; it happened that a fuit of linen was 
brought from the milliner’s wrapped up ina 
news paper : the linen was put into the work- 
bafket, and the paper being thrown carelefsly 
about, Meliffa at laft catched it up, and was 
about to read its but perceiving that it had been 
publifhed a fortnight, was juft going to put it ia 
to the fire, when by an accidental glance fhe faw 
her father’s name : this immediately engaged her 
attention, and with great perturbation of mind 
fhe read an advertifement, in which her father, 
vas faid to have left his friends about eighteen 
years before, and to have cntered cither into the 
army or the navy, wasdirected to apply toa per- 
fon in Staples Ina, who could inform him of fome- 
thing greatly to his advantage. To this perfon 
Meljja applied with all the ardor of curiofity, and 
all the tumult of expectation : fhe was inform~ 
ed that the elder brother of the perfon mentioned 
in the advertifement was lately dead, unmarried; 
that he was pofleffed of fifteen hundred a year, 
five hundred of which had defcended to him from 
his father, and one thoufand had been left him 
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17 
by an uncle, which upon his death, there being 
no male heir, had been claimed by his fifters ; 
but that a miftrefs who had lived with him many 
years, and who had been treated by the fuppofed 
heireiles with too much feverity and contempt, 
had in the bitternefs of herrefentment publifhed 
the advertifement, having heard in the family that 
there was a younger brother abroad. 

The conflict of different paffions that were at 
once excited Ren uncommon viclence in the 
breatt of M-/:fz, deprived her for a time of the 
power of ref ect on 3 and when fhe became more 
calm, fhe knew not by what method to attempt 
the recovery of her right: her mind was bewil~ 
deved ; unidit a thonfand poflibilities, and dittref- 
fed by the apprehenfion that all might prove in- 
eifeétual. After much thought and many pro- 
pects, { he recollectedthat the captain, whofe fer- 

ut brought her to England, could probably 
‘ord her mere affiftance than any other perfon : 
as he had been often pointed out to her in public 
Paces by the {quire, to whom her ftary was well 
rhown, fhe was acquainted with his perfan, and 
“new that within a few months he was alive: 
fhe foon obtained direétions to his houfe, and 
being readily admitted to a confe rence, fhe told 
h fo with as much prefence of mind as fhe 
coull, that fhe was the perfon whom his com- 
pation had contributed to preferve when an in- 
ti in confirmation of which fhe produced his 
letter, and the certificate which it inclofed 3 that 
by the death of her father’s elder brother, whoie 
family fhe had never known, fhe was become in- 
titled toa ver ry confiderable eftate: but that fhe 
knew not what evidence would be neceflary to 
fupport her claim. how fuch evidence was to be 
B> 
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produced, nor with whom to intruft the manage. 


ment of an affair in which wealth and influence hor 

would be employed againft her. The old cap- fro 
1 tain received her with that eafy politenefs which had 
Pl is almoft peculiar to his profeflion, and with a and 
} + warmth of benevolence that is feldom found in we! 
ip hy any: he congratulated her upon fo happy and fers 
i ij unexpected an event, and without the parade lad 
{ ms of oftentatious liberality, without extorting doy 
De an explicit conieflion a: her indigence, he eve 
Hi gave her a letter to his lawyer in whom he por 
% jaid fhe might with the utmoft fecurity confide, citt 
‘eee and with whom fhe would have nothing more to fror 
do than to tell her ftory : 6* And do not,” faid en 

he, *‘ doubt of fuccefs, for 1 will be ready to S 

" “ tefify what I know of the affair, whenever I ina 
* fhali be called upon; and the woman who ala 


“Swas prefent at your birth, and brought you 
*S over, ftill lives with me, and upon this occa- 


=== 












Te ae | *¢ tion may do you fignal fervic e,"" 
i eS } Meliffa departed, melted with ¢ atitude and pa 
ny elated with hope. The gentleman, to whom bef} 
: ah the captain’s Jetter was a recommendation, pro- pla: 
Me fecuted her claim with fo much {kill and afle wit 
i duity, th iC within a few months fhe was put weil ap} 
to the potlefiion of her eftate. Her firtt care was e 
to wall upon the ¢ iptain, to whom fhe now owed hot 
| i) not only life but a fortune: he received her ac- 10ts 
i knowledgments with a pleafure, which only ditt 
b thofe who merit it can enjay 3 and infifted that bek 
{ the fhould dra ¢ fuch fums as ihe add 
l thould want b ) yecame due. sue 5 
‘| ‘cn took very handfome ready furnifhed lodg- oC a 
" ik ings, and di ermined immedi stely to juftify het a) 
rs conduct te the fquire, whofe kindnefs fhe fl Cp 
1 remembered, and whofe refentment fhe had for- = s 





4 to 
faid 
r to 
er l 
who 
you 
‘Ca=- 


and 
10! 
sr0- 
af{li+ 

in~ 
was 
wed 
ac- 


only 





MELISSA» 19 


and fix, attended by two fervants in livery on 
horfeback, and proceeded to his country-fear, 
from whence the family was not returied: fhe 
had lain at an inn within fix miles of the place, 
and when the chariot drove up to the door, as it 
wes early in the morning, fhe could perceive the 
fervants run to and fro ina hurry, and the young 
lady and her brother gazing through the wine 
cow to fee if they knew the livery: fhe remarked 
every circumftances which denoted herown'im-= 
portance with exultations; and enjoyed the foli- 
citude chher prefence produced among thofe, 
from whuoie fociety fhe had fo lately been driv- 
€n with difdain and indignation. 
_ She now increafed their wonder, by fending 
ina fervant to acquaint the old gentleman, that 
a lady defired to fpeak with him about urgent 
buli 1¢fs, which would not however long detain 
him : he courteoully invited the Jady to honour 
him with her commands, hafted into his beft 
pariour adjufted his wig, and put Aimfelf in the 
beft order to receive her: fhe alighted, and dif- 
Played a very rich undre fs, which correfpoi ided 
vith the elezance of her chariot, and the modifh 
app arance of her fervants. She contriv ed to hide 
her face as fhe went up the walk, that fhe m ight 
hot be known toa foon 3; and was immediately 
introduced to her old friend, to whom fhe foon 
di ivovered herfelf to his great aftonifhment, and 
before he had recovered his prefence of mind, fhe 
addrefled him to this effect, ** You fee, fir, an 


‘orphan who is under the greateft obligations 


cc 


c far d by your fufpicions. Ww hen I was a de- 
« 


pendent upon your liberality, I would not 
* affert my innocence, becaufe 4 could not beat 
“ to be fufpected of falfekood: tut Laflert it now 


* to your bounty, but who has been equally in- § 
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“¢T am the poffeflor of a paternal eftate, be- 
*¢ caufe | cannot bear to be fufpected of ingra- 
¢ titude : that your fon prefled me to marry him, 
*¢ js true; but it is alfo true that I refufed him, 
“ becaufe I would no: difap>oint your hopes and 
“¢ impoverifh your pofterity.”* The old gentle- 
man’s confufior was increafed by the wenders 
that crowded upon him: he firft made fome ai- 
tempts toa pologize for his fufpicions with awk 
wardnefsand hefitation: thendoubting the tru 
of appearance, he broke off abruptly and re- 
mained filent ; then reproaching himfelf, he 
began to congratulate her upon her good fortune, 
and again defiited before he had finifhed the 
compliment. Melifja perc eived his perplexity, 
and guefled the caufe; fhe was, therefore, about 
to account more particular’y fer the fudden 
change ofher circumftances, but miis whofe maid 
had brought her intelligence from the fervants, 
that the lady’s name who was withher papa was 
Meliffa, and that ihe was iately come to a great 
ettace by the death of her uncle, could no lon rer 
ref{train the impatience of her affection and jo} 

fhe rathed into the room and fell upon her 


neck, with a tranfport that can only be felt by 
friendihip, and expreffed by tears. When this 


tender lence was patt, the fc ruples of doubt 
were foon obvi ated; the reconcili ation was rer 
ciprocal and fince e: the father led out his guett, 
and prefented her to his fon with an apology for 
his condué&t to them both. 
: o- iffa had befpoke a dinner and beds at the 
1p but fhe Was not fufferedto return. With- 
a few weeks fhe became the daughter of het 
friend, who gave her hand to his fon, wit 
whom the fhared many years that happinels 
which is the reward of virtue. They had feve- 
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bee MM ral children, but none furvived them 3; and Me- 


ngtae J //a, upon the death of her hufband, which hap- 
. card sheet feeen wears . . 
him, pened about feven years ago, retired wholly 
him, from town to her eftate in the country, where 
3 and fhe lived beloved, and died in peace, ~ 
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LUCY ayp COLIN. «“ 


' ’ 


er 2 


QO: Leinfter, fam’d for maidens fair, 


Bright Lucy’ was the grace ; 
Wor e’er did L iffy’s limp1 d ftream 
Reflect fo fair a face. 


Till lucklefs love, and pining care, 
Impair’d hei rofy hue 

Yer corai lips, acd damafk cheek, 
And eyes of glutiy biue. 


Oh! have you feen a lilly pale, 
W hen beating rains defe en d > 

50 droop’d the flow confuming maid 3 
Her life now near its end. 


By Lucy warn’d, of flattering fwaias, 
Take heed ye ealy fair: 

Of vengeance due to broken vows 
Ye perjur’d fwains beware. 


-~_—_— A 











COLINs 
Three times all in the dead of night, 
A bell was heard to ring 3 
And at her window, fhrieking thrice, 
The raven flap’d his wing. 


Too well the love-—lorn maiden knew, 
The folemn boding found ; 

Ard thus in dying words befpoke 
The virgins weeping round, 


“ T hear a voice, you cannot hear, 
“ Which fays I muft not ftay ; 
I feea hand, you cannot fee, 

*’ Which beckons me aways 


“ 


. 


By a falfe heart, and broken vows, 
“In early youth I die, 

Am [to blame, becaufe his bride 
*¢ Is thrice as rich as I ? 


o 
na 


“ Ah Colin! give her not thy vows ; 
“ Vows due to me alone ; 

“ Nor thou, fond maid, receive his kifs, 
** Nor think him all thy owo. 


oo 
= 


To-morrow in the Church to wed, 
“Impatient, both prepare 3 


n~ 
nw 


“ That Lucy will be there. 


o 


“¢ The bridegroom blithe to meet $ 
“ He in his wedding trim fo gay, 
“Tin my winding fheet.”’ 


She fpoke, fhe dy’dber corfe was borne, 
The bridegroom blithe to meets 


« x 






man te a 










But know, fond maid, and know, falfe man 


Then bear my corfe: ye comrades, beat, 
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“ft ‘ 
He in his wedding trim fo gay, 
She in her winding fheet. 


Then what were perjur’d Colin’s thoughts? 
How were thoie nuptials kept 5 

The bride-men flock’d round Lucy dead, 
And all the village wept. 








Confufion, fhame, remorfe, defpair, 
At once his bofom {well: 

The damps of death bedew'd his brow, 
He fhhook, he groan’d, he fell. 






From the vain bride, (ah bride no more) 
The varying crimfon fled, 

When, ftretch’d before her rival's corfe, 
She faw her hufband dead. 










Then to his Lucy’s new-made grave, 








Convey’d by trembling fwaius, 
One mould with her, beneath one fod, Co. 
For ever now remains. 
Oft at their graves the conftant hind Er 
And plighted maid are feen 3 : 
W ith garlands gay, and true-love knots, Ah 
They deck the facred green. 
But, fwain forfworn, whoe’er thou art, Th 
This hallow’d fpot forbear ; I 
Ah 






Remember Colin’s dreadful fate, 
Aud fear to meet him there. 





























LAVINIA, 


A PASTORAL. # 
-_—-—- ny 


Way fteals from my bofom the figh ? 
Why fix’d is my gaze on the ground ? 
Come, give me my pipe, and Ill try 
To banifh my cares with the found. 


Ere now were its notes of accord 
With the fmile of the fow’r-footed muyufe : wa 
Ah! why, by its mafter implor’d, 
Should it now the gay carol refufe! ‘ 


Twas taught by Lavinia’s finile 
In the mirth-loving chorus to join; 
Ah me! how unweeting the while ! 
Lavinia——-cannot be mine! 


Another, more happy, the maid 
By fortune is deftin’d to blefs— 
N°. XV. c 
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26 LAVINIA. } 

Tho’ the hope has furfook that betray'd, » Pp. 
Yet why fhou’d I love her the lefs ? ; 

Her beauties are bright as the morn, i Be 
With rapture I counted them o’er 3; 

Such virtues thefe beauties adorn, XY 


I knew her and prais’d “em no more 


I term’d her no goddefs of love, Ye 
I call’d not her beauty divine: : 
Thefe far other paflions may prove, W 


But they could not be figures of mine 


It ne’er was apparell’d with art, Ye 
On words it could never rely ; 
It reign’d in the throb of my heart, No 


It fpoke in the glance of my eye. 


O fool ! in the circle to fhine 1] 
That fafhion’s gay daughter approve, N 
You mutt fpeak as the fafhion’s incline ;— Ye 
Alas! are there fafhions in love ? [ 
Yet fure they are fimple who prize W! 
The tongue that is fmooth to deceive : d 
Yet fure fhe had fenfe to defpife Ha: 
The tinsel that folly may weave. E 
When I talk’d, I have feen her recline Wt 
W ith an afpect fo penfively fweet,— 7 
Tho’ | fpoke what the fhepherds opine, Bu 
A fop were afham’d to repeat. 4 
She is foft as the dew-dreps that fall Tha 
From the lip of the fweet-fcented pea; d 
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j LAVINIAe 
= Perhaps, when fhe fmil’d upon all, 
' I have thought that fhe f{mil’d upon me. 


) But why ofher charms fhould I tell? 
Ak me! when her charms have undone } 
Yet I love the reflection too well, 
The painful reflection to fhun. 


Ye fouls of more delicate kind, 
Who feaft not on pleafure alone, 

Who wear the foft fenfe of the mind, , 
To the fons of the world unknown ; 


Ye know, tho’ I cannot exprefs, b | 
Why I foolifhly dote on my pain; ; 

Nor will ye believe it the lefs ‘all 
That I have not the {kill to complaia. 


I lean on my hand with a figh, 
My friends the foft fadnefs condemn ; 
Yet, methinks, tho’ I cannot teil why, 
I fhould hate to be merry like them. 


When I walk’d in the pride of the dawn, 
Methought all the region Jook’d bright : 
Has fweetnefs forfaken the lawn? 
For, methinks, I grow fad at the fight. 


When I ftuod by the ftream, I have thought 
There was mirth in the gurgling found; 
But now “tis a ferrowful note, 
And the banks are all gloomy around! 


I have laugh’d at the jeft of a friend ; 
Now they laugh and I know not the caufe, 
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28 LAVINIA. 


Tho’ I feem with my looks to attend, 
How filly! IL afk what it was! 


They fing the fwect fong of the May, 
They fing it with mirth and with glee; 

Sure I once thought the fonnet was gay, 
But now ’tis all fadnefs to me. 


Oh! give me the dubious light 

That gleams thro’ the quivering fhade ; 
Oh! give me the horrors of night 

By gloom and by filence array’d! 


Let me walk where the foft rifing wave 
Has pictur’d the moon on its breaft : 

Let me walk where the new-cover'd grave 
Allows the pale lover to reft ! 


When fhall I in its peaceable womb 
Be laid with my forrows afleep! 
Should Lavinia chance on my tomb—— 
I could die if I thought fhe would weep- 


Perhaps, if the fouls of the juft 
Revifit thefe manfions of care, 

It may be my favouriteiruft 
To watch o'er the fate of the fair. 


Perhaps the foft thought of her breaft 
With rapture more favour’d to warm; 
Perhaps, if with forrow opprefs’d, 
Her forrow with patience to arm. 


Then! then! in the tendereft part . 
May I whifper, “ Poor Co/in was true; 
And mark ifa heave of her heart 
The thought of her Co/in purfue. 
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DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 


““O {peak the joy, ye whom the filent tear 

“¢ Surprizes often, while you look around, 

¢ And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of blifs.”” 
Thomfon. 


+ 


Ox Monday laft I made a rural excurfion 
which filled my heart with fo many agreeable 
fenfations, that I cannot refiain from communi=~ 
cating them. 

I went to fpend the day with my friend W 
who has long refided on his own ettate, about 
fifteen miles from London and arrived in a 
poft chaifeat his villa between elevenand twelve. 
On my alighting at the gate of my friend's neat 
little edifice, which ftands on a fmooth green, 
about an hundred paces from the high road, -at 
the bottom of a wide avenue of tall elms, the 
fervant conducted me into the garden through 
C2 

































































30 DOMESTIC 
a winding walk of trees, which formed a canopy 
with their leaves, thick enough to exclude the 
feorching rays of the fun, and only fuffer their 
fhadows to dance along the pebbly walk, which 
the mildeft breezes perpetually varied: The 
flaunting honey-fucklestwined round their knot- 
ty ftems, while pinks, and lillies, and the taller 
rofes, blufhing with unnumbered beauties, peep- 
ed between, and fcented the air with odorifer- 
ous fweets;—at the end of this walk—a pretty 
Jong one-——there was an arbour, formed by a 
large {preading oak almoft overgrown with ivy, 
and covered below with jeffamine, and the fame 
flowering fhrubs which fo beautifully variegated 
the walk; the infide of this arbour was lined 
with green paling, as a fence againft cold 
damps ;—my friend, and his whole family were 
feated in it, he with a volume of Rollin’s Belles 
Lettres in his hand with which he was inftruct- 
ing them, while his wife, and daughteis creat- 
ed flowers with their needles, equal in every 
thing, but fragrance, to thofe which bloomed 
around them 3 and his fon, a youth about thir- 
teen, was employcd in painting a land{cape i 
water-colours. He rofe to reccive me with 
that politenefs which dittinguifhed the fincere 
friend from the man of complaifance, and pre- 
fented me to his lady and daughters, whom I 
complimented on the choice of their employ- 
ments, after having admired the beauty of their 
work. 











*€ Indeed, Sir,” faid Mrs. W- “¢ T was 
afraid you would think we were rather amuling 
ourfelves ina trifling manner than fpending the 
time ufefuily ; but I can affure you, we only 
take up thefe chairs when we have finifhed our 
family work, and have nothing clfe to do; but 
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HAPPINESS. 31 
my little Fanny here, is really doing a laudable 
action, for fhe is making caps for the baby of a 
poor neighbour, who lies in, and is not capable 
of helping herfelf.”’ I looked at, and admir= 
ed the performance of the lovely little creature, 
who was not more than eight years old, and 
upon my telling her how good fhe was, ‘* Yes, 
“indeed,” faid her mama, *¢ Fanny knows fhe 
was not born for herfelf alone, but to be fervice= 
able to her friends, and neighbours, and to fup~ 
ply the wants of others by the advantages fhe 
has had the happinefs to receive from her educa- 
tion,””—_——-I gazed with the higheft fatisfa¢tion 
at the lovely matren (for Mrs. W- is ftilla 
fine woman) who conld thus employ, and at 
the fame time inftrué her amiable offspring ; I 
never beheld a more enchanting female groupe ; 
their perfons, habits, and attitudes, all confpir- 
ed to render them the moft pleafing objects I 
ever faw; they were drefled in pure white, 
with green filk hats ;—the two young ladies had 
nothing under cheirs but their fine hair;——m; 
friend, and his fon were elegantly plain, the 
countenance of the former fhone with the ap~ 
proving fmiles of a difcreet, yet indulgent pare 
ent; and on the face of the latter, love, duty, 
and refpe& were agreeably blended; health, 
beauty, and innocence glowed on the feature: 
ofall; and I could not forbear furveying, for 
lome time, witha delightfal filent aftonifhment, 
five perfons fo thoroughly amiable, and fo per- 
ectly fatisfied with each other. Unconfcious 
that they had any particularities to attract fo 
Much admiration, they feared that my filence 
Was occalioned by the fatigue of my fultry jour- 
ney; the eldeft young lady, who was about 
fourteen,in obedience to a fign from ber mother, 
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32 PUNMESTIC 


left the arbour, but foon returned, followed by 


afervant with chocolate, and placed a difh of 


) 
| 


ftrawberries on a fmall table, which they hear- 
tily prefled me to take, afluring me that they 
were that morning growing within a few yards 
of me.——I told my friend I woald cheerfully 
accept of his obliging offer, but defired I might 
not interrupt his rcading :-——** No, no, my dear 
friend,” faid he, with a fmi'e, ** you did not 
come to hear me read, it is my cuftom indeed 
to take up fome inftruétive author for an hour 
or two in the morning, while my wife and 
daughters are at their ncedles, and 1 commonly 


ufe both French and Englith for the benefit of 


my young family; I took up a French author 
uft now, in order to accuftom my Fanny’s ear 
to that language, while I encreafed my fon's 
knowledge of the fciences, and was juft going 
to read the Seafons of Thomfon, te give him 
frit landi{cape, and to turnifh my wife 
ers with fubjeéts for their need!cs.” 
being withdrawn, I con ratulated 
1 on the felicity he muft enjo: with 
ily, in fuch a fituation ;———** Lam, 
lhe, “ fupremely bleft in the pof- 
kindeft, beft of wives, and the 
children, whom I have not yet 
to part with.*’—_——-“* How !”” inter- 


ry t { & 9 does pet your fon 20 to fome femi- 
1 “vy Ot learni ¥ Pemntatemiedle No ' my fri ! d ' he 
is hitherio hud only me for his mafter, and 


the affifence, now and then of our rector, 4 
valuable man, re fpected by all for his piety, 
and erudition 3 you feem furprized, but | will 
give you a fhort detail of our domeftic employ- 
ments, known ouly by a few, and by a few enly 
relished.—We all rife in ‘mer at fix, andi 
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the weather is favourable, affemble in the bower 
in which you found us; there we thank the 
great Giver of every thing for our prefent 
prefervation,and implore his farther protection ; 
I choofe this fpot, becaufe it is airy, and confe- 
quently wholefome ; and becaufe every fpread- 
ing leaf, every opening bud, and every pointed 


* thorn, gives evident proofs of his omnipotence, 


and warms us to devotion; the feathered fong- 
fers too, join their gratulations to ours, and 
fwell the chorus of thankfgiving : when this 
firft act of duty has been performed, I repair 
with my fon to my clofet, in which we ftudy 
for two hours, while my wife and daughters, 
five the neceflary orders for the regulation of 
family affairs, and then we breakfaft, either in 
the bower, or in the back parlour, which ferves 
us for a chapel in wet weather ; then we 
walk an hour, and after return to our ftudies, or 
to fome fuch improving amufements as you 
found us bufied in, till two 3 at that hour we all 








feparate to prepare for dinner, which is always 
ready atthree. Inthe afternoon, if we are alone, 
wecommonly have aconcert among ourfelves till 
the fun permits us to admire the trees and mea- 
dows decorated with its parching rays; after 
fun—fet we walk till nine in the long days, and 
then take a light fupper, conclude, as we began, 
With adoration, and retire to reft. 

Thus calmly, thus ferenely, do our moments 
pafs; we are completely happy, becaufe always 
difpofed to pleafe, and to be pleafed with each 
other ; Mrs. W and [ reccive a great 
deal of folid delight by inftruécting and improv- 
ing our children ; I have taught my fon Greek, 
Latin, French, mufic and writing; and mu 
daughters are almoft miftrefles of the Jaft t' 
by the afliduity of their mother. My for 
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fo a genius for drawing, which I encourage as 
much as I can, becaufe I think it an agreeable 
amufemcent.’’—“ I believe every fyllable of what 
you fay,” replied I, “* but cannot imagine how 
you find time.’°——“ I am always teaching my 
childen,”’ faid he; * it is my bufinefs, my plea- 
fure ; us foon as they could articulate their 
own language, my wife and I conftantly fpoke 
French to them, till they learned its and they 
have learned every thing elfe in the fame man- 
ner, without the pains of drudgery ; nor have 
I kept them entirely from companions for I 
am convinced that knowledge of the world, 
ought to be fupplemental to book knowledge 
but my acquaintances are not numerous; | only 
felect a few that will mend, not corrupt the 
manners of my children; when my vifitors are 
gone, J] call my girs and my boy, and make 
them fingly give their opinions frecly concern~ 
ing their behaviour, and tell them, when they 
ce nfure or approve with 1 too much preci yitation 
you woul ld {mile to hear me read a lecture on 
a peb! ile, a bitofmofs,a grafhopper, ora cockle= 


i] 
fhiell “hut i prate mae much ; my heart over - 
flows ;—excufe me, my ory friend, and make 


allow ances {¢ the {¢ conju val, thefe paternal 
effufions; I can never fet bounds to my Joqua 
city when [ talk about my family, fuc city 
as enjoy cannot be ft Ru, annot be talked of, 
—| fh: I] not repeat the 


without t tranfport.” - 
; y th 
it will be eafily guei fed by the 


anfwer | made 

. wil y “ 
reader of feufibilitv.— w e then ret turned to t! i¢ 
houfe, and ina cool parlour, adorned with the 
beft m: eps and rint , and ornamented with 3 
large and y aluabl € libra: y, we fat — to ‘ 
i n 
Ecnteel dinner, though entirely Engh lifh, vhich 


Was re: dered a exguifite repatt, by the helt 
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HAPPINESS. 35 
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: ful looks and inftructing converfation of the 
family ; about five o "clock my friend conducted 
me, at my particular requett, to the mufic par- 

‘ lour, < 2room fo called, | becaufe there is an organ 
and an -harplichord in it. Mrs. W touched ‘f 
the keys of the firft ; q Mifs W—— entertained u 
With a melodious voice ; and my friend and hi 

. fon accompanied them on their violins; then 
mufic was trom Handel, and | was loft inextacy. 
—After a confiderable time {pent in this deli cht- 
ful emp! loyment, Mrs. W—— was fent for toa 
fick neighbour 3 ‘when fhe was gone, her hufband 
told me, fhe was the darling and fupport of the 
poor, 

I As it grew late, I began to think of revifiting al 

y My own apartment ; when i got into the chaife, wel 
Mifs W—— prefented me wi ith a bafket of fruit, ; 

pretty innocent Fanny put a nofegay / 

into my hand as blooming as herfelf; I depart 
ed with the greateft reluctance ; and as I jum- 
bled into town, at Hyde-park Corner, found 

*very fight, every fmell, and every found dif- 

guftful, "when compared with the fcene J had 

Mit leit behind me. A. 
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